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1994
Broad Ripple Charrette: Ball State University students and faculty led a two-day 
community workshop to highlight issues and opportunities and to propose solutions. 
This excerpt lists community aspirations for the Monon Trail/White River connection.

1986 Broad Ripple Village Plan: A neighborhood plan developed by the City 
of Indianapolis Department of Metropolitan Development’s Division of 
Planning at the request of the Broad Ripple Village Association. 

Parks and Recreation Assets:

Broad Ripple Park,  Central Canal, White River

Problems:

Bike riders have not been provided with a route to 
travel from the Village to Broad Ripple Park. The 
presently designated bike routes do not integrate the 
amenities of the canal or Broad Ripple Park.

Goal Statement:

To encourage full utilization of existing recreational 
facilities by residents while expanding needed recre-
ational programs.

Recommendations:

To integrate the White River and the Indianapolis 
Water Company Canal with bike paths and other 
riverbank developments.



1994 Broad Ripple Park Master Plan: Storrow Kinsella Associates led the public planning 
effort and created these conceptual images that are the first illustrations of a formal 
Riverwalk connection between Broad Ripple Park and the Monon Trail.



1997 Broad Ripple Village Plan Update: Adopted as an amendment to the Washington 
Township Comprehsive Plan, this update includes a land use recommendation for 
a linear park along White River that connects to the Monon Trail.

Land Use Recommendations: Area 6: 
• As part of the Monon Trail recreational system, the Indianapolis Greenways initiative has pro-
posed a Board Walk which would connect Broad Ripple Park to the Monon Trail corridor through 
one of two proposed routes. The preferred route would follow the White River behind Weavers 
Nursery to Riviera Drive. The pathway would then run along Riviera to connect to the Monon trail 
head [at Winthrop.] The alternative route location would run along the north side of Broad Ripple 
Avenue and would entail the creation of a pedestrian corridor with streetscape enhancements. 

Reference: Broad Ripple Board Walk Project Overview, IndyParks/Indianapolis Greenways, July , 1996.



2001 Glendale Area Special Neighborhood Study: Storrow Kinsella Associates led a public 
planning process to look at transforming the Glendale Shopping Center into a transit hub 
and create more bike and pedestrian- friendly infrastructure in the Village.

“An Indy Greenways version of the off-street path has 
been proposed to follow a route from Evanston Ave-
nue, across the north edge of Broad Ripple Park, and 
along the south bank of the White River into Broad 
Ripple Village. It would link the northern quadrants 
of the study area to the regional greenway system via 
the Monon Rail-Trail and the Central Canal Green-
way. This greenway link is an important component 
of both the pedestrian and the bicycle systems of the 
Special Neighborhood Study. The illustrative plan 
and sketch show the dramatic character that this 
route could assume as it follows a raised boardwalk 
between the river and a series of shops, including an 
Applebee’s with a riverside terrace. The boardwalk 
could be constructed in conjunction with needed 
bank stabilization work, that could be undertaken by 
the U.S.Army Corps of Engineers.”

2001 2nd Globe/ NINebark (Broad Ripple Central Canal Action Plan): A further refinement and 
elaboration of the 1998 Scoping Document that set goals and objectives for the Central Canal 
redevelopment vision including connection to a Broad Ripple Park Trail along White River.

RECREATION: 

“Recreational and athletic 
activity within Broad Ripple 
has risen since the construction 
of the popular Monon trail in 
1995. … Broad Ripple Park has 
long been a recreation center for 
Broad Ripple families. It fea-
tures a newly renovated play-
ground, and a very popular “Dog 
Park.” Several options to link the 
park with the Greenways Trails, 
in the core of Broad Ripple, are 
being studied, options include 
either a trail along the White 
River or an alternate street trail.”



2002

2012

IndyGreenways Master Plan: “Greenway corridors are a precious resource requiring care-
ful attention when development that could compromise their integrity is proposed. … This 
summation is intended to clarify Indy Parks Greenways’ position regarding development 
proposals adjacent to its defined corridors.”

Envision Broad Ripple Plan: The adopted Neighborhood Plan that provides guidance for 
land use and zoning cases. The four-year long public planning process involved a thorough 
analysis of unqiue community assets like Broad Ripple Park, Central Canal and the White 
River. The list of community recommendations includes the following:

EXPANSION

“The 14 greenway and 
conservation corridors 
contemplated in both the 
1994 and 2002 Indianapo-
lis Greenway Master Plan 
do not fully satisfy all the 
needs and demands of 
Marion County citizens. 
In public meetings held 
in 1999, the “gaps” in the 
14 corridors were noted:

•	Although the Central Canal, Eagle Creek, Fall 
Creek, Monon and White River corridors provide 
significant north-south greenway capacity, ever 
greater distances separate them as they go north.  
This has led to public requests for east-west gre-
enway connections to link all of Marion County.

MASTER PLAN UPDATE RECOMMENDATIONS 

2001-2006

8. Connect the Monon Rail Trail and the Central Canal 
Towpath with Broad Ripple Park via a White River 
Boardwalk.”

EBR Plan Recommendations:

1. Improve Transportation and 

infrastructure p 13-15
(C) Improve upon the walkability of 
Broad Ripple Village

Vision Statement: Broad Ripple 
Village should set a example and 
establish itself as being the most 
walkable community within the 
Indianapolis metropolitan area 
that would attract visitors and 
encourage new residents.

• Construct a river pedestrian and 
bicycle walkway connector be-
tween the Monon Trail, Broad Rip-
ple Village, and Broad Ripple Park.

• Develop Broad Ripple Avenue as 
a walkable street with more pedes-
trian appeal to encourage walking 

to all services for living, shopping, 
and entertaining.

3. Improve the Image of the Village 
(D) Improve gateways p. 22
Primary gateways into Broad 
Ripple Village consist of Westfield 
Boulevard from the west, Broad 
Ripple Avenue from the east, and 
College Avenue from the north (at 
White River) and south (at Kessler 
Boulevard). The intersection of 
Westfield Boulevard, College Ave-
nue, and the Central Canal is the 
most prominent.

Vision Statement: Gateways into 
Broad Ripple Village should make 
powerful statements that are 

consistent with and speak to the 
“village character.” These gateways 
could be accented by architecture, 
public art, and pedestrian-friendly 
spaces.

Goals:

• Celebrate arrival into Broad 
Ripple Village by creating quality 
public spaces at the gateways that 
clearly delineates and announces 
entry into the Village.



6. Respect White River, Central  

Canal, and Monon Trail p. 24-25
The White River, Central Canal, and 
Monon Trail are amenities that are 
an integral part of Broad Ripple 
Village. They provide outdoor expe-
riences that add value to the charac-
ter of the Village and provide respite 
from the commercial activities.

Efforts should be made to create 
pedestrian level views of White 
River, improve access to the Monon 
Trail, and install appropriate light-
ing along the Central Canal and the 
Monon Trail. There is no other place 
in Indianapolis/Marion County 
where this combination exists. This 
unique opportunity should be pre-
served and showcased.

Vision Statement: The contribu-
tions provided by the White River, 
Central Canal, and Monon Trail 
to the “unique village character” 
that exists in Broad Ripple Village 
should be preserved and enhanced. 
These amenities attract visitors, 
developers, and potential residents.

Goals:

• Conduct a survey of the south 
bank of White River to determine 
whether pedestrian access via a riv-
erwalk would be appropriate, with-
out disturbing the natural qualities 
of the river environment.

• Determine appropriate locations 
for creating views of and visual 
access to White River.

• Coordinate with the State De-
partment of Natural Resources to 
establish a program that would 
eliminate invasive species along 
the banks of White River and devel-
op a plan to restore and/or main-
tain the natural environment.

Critical Area 3  p. 34-36
Location: Broad Ripple Avenue 
from Broad Ripple High School to 
Evanston Avenue

Why Critical: Broad Ripple Avenue 
is an arterial street that connects 
Broad Ripple Village with the retail 
area centered on Glendale Mall 
and points east. It carries a signifi-
cant amount of daily traffic (24,254 
in 1995).

The centerpiece of the north side 
of Broad Ripple Avenue is Broad 
Ripple Park. The park is a well-
used amenity with facilities for 
active and passive recreation, a 
boat ramp, community center and 
dog park. The park’s chief natural 
amenity is White River, which runs 
along the park’s west side before it 
loops north and west around the 
village. A street side pedestrian 
connection between the village 

and the park is interrupted with 
many wide driveways. A boardwalk 
that strengthens the connection 
between the Monon Rail-Trail with 
Broad Ripple Park along the river’s 
edge has been recommended in the 
Indianapolis Greenways Plan.

Recommendations:
• Connect Broad Ripple Park, Broad 
Ripple Village and the Monon Trail 
with an off-street bike and pedes-
trian trail.

2012



2013 Weaver Property Concepts: Prepared by IndyParks planning staff for the Indianapolis 
Parks Foundation to foster discussion about possible acquisition of the site adjacent to 
Broad Ripple Park to add to IndyParks’ property inventory. 

2014 Indy Greenways Full Circle Master Plan 2014-2024: The result of a year-long public 
outreach effort. This guiding document outlines a comprehensive community vision for 
expansion and development of the city’s greenway network.



2.1.4 STATISTICALLY VALID SURVEY p. 19
Broad Ripple is the park most respondents supported to 
be converted to a signature park

Trails, small neighborhood parks, picnic areas/shelters/
natural areas/large regional parks and large signature 
parks are the most important facilities

Most important actions are: improving ex-
isting small neighborhood parks; improving 
existing trails; developing new trails; devel-
oping new indoor spaces; and improving 
existing large community signature parks

There is a desire for more focus on park wa-
terways other than Eagle Creek; e.g., Broad 
Ripple’s waterway is seldom noticed by 
passers-by, has very few access points, and is 
maintained by Broad Ripple Village mer-
chants (or it would get no attention at all). 

PARKS RESIDENTS WOULD SUPPORT BEING  

UPGRADED TO SIGNATURE PARKS: 
Residents were asked to check the two parks most 
supportive of being upgraded to signature parks. 
Thirty-four percent (34%) of respondent households 
would support Broad Ripple Park being upgraded to a 
signature park.

2.5.4 INDY PARKS IS CONSIDERING UPGRADING SEV-

ERAL EXISTING PARKS TO SIGNATURE / DESTINATION 

PARKS THROUGH THE DEVELOPMENT OF ADDITIONAL 

AMENITIES AND EXPERIENCES FOR ALL AGES. FROM 

THE PARKS LISTED BELOW, PLEASE CHECK THE TWO 

PARKS YOU WOULD SUPPORT BEING UPGRADED TO 

SIGNATURE PARKS. p. 70
Of the ten parks listed below, Broad Ripple Park 
(48.26%) and Ellenberger Park (34.75%) had the most 
support for upgrading to signature parks.

2016 Indy Parks Comprehensive Master Plan: Adopted by the Metropolitan Development 
Commission as an element of the Comprehensive Plan for Indianapolis and Marion 
County on February 1, 2017 after extensive community outreach during 2015 & 2016.



2017 Broad Ripple Riverwalk: A group of Broad Ripple businessmen convenened in early 2017 
and formed the Broad Ripple RiverWalk Task Force to reanimate the conversation about this 
long-standing community aspiration. Storrow Kinsella Associates was enlisted to prepare  
conceptual renderings to aid in this effort.



2017 Broad Ripple Riverwalk: The Task Force asked Butler, Fairman & Seufert, Inc. to share  
examples of successful riverbank stabilization, restoration and revegetation from its case 
files. Such work must be an integral component of establishing the Riverwalk.



2018 Broad Ripple Park Master Plan: A substantial outreach effort resulted in a comprehen-
sive vision for the park’s next 20 years. Task Force members met with the planning team 
who incorporated the RiverWalk into the plan that was adopted by both the Indy Parks 
Board and the Metropolitan Development Commission as the plan of record.

2018 White River Vision Plan: Cambridge, MA-based Agency Landscape + Planning is selected 
as the lead firm for a year-long master planning effort for the 58-mile White River corridor 
from downtown Indianapolis to Noblesville. Preliminary community outreach affirms the 
need for connectivity within the White River corridor in Broad Ripple. 


